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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS & CAREGIVERS ABOUT THE PEOPLE, PROGRAMS & EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL


CLECC is a Great School

Principal’s Message
Dear CLECC Families, 

A new school year, many new faces, new routines and lots of fun: that describes the first week of school for our pre-school and kindergarten students. New teachers, even more new students, full day kindergarten and LUNCH: that describes the first week of school for the staff and administration of CLECC.  

We are very excited and honored to have the opportunity to be educational partners with you and your child this school year. We encourage you to keep the lines of communication open and to be as involved as often as you can. We know and respect that you are your child's first and most important teacher. Please continue to work with your child at home to support his/her school program. Together, we will assure your child's success.
We will be spending the next few weeks doing baseline assessments to determine appropriate instructional levels.   Ask your child about the "amazing" words s/he is learning.
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Read to and with your child everyday!

KUDOS

A special thanks to those who help make our school opening possible:
CLECC

Mrs. Balascio, Nurse
Mrs. Rogers, Secretary
Mrs. Groom, Clerk

Ms. Myra Green, Custodian
Mr. John Kahn, Custodian
Ms. Laurie Killian, Custodian
Mr. James Scott, Night Custodian
Mr. Martin, Chief Custodian

Counselor's Corner
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We’re off to a super start in Kindergarten. I’ve spent the first few days meeting and observing your children in the classroom, cafeteria, and out at recess. What delightful little people they are!

In addition to individual and small group counseling with the students, I will visit the classrooms each month to focus on an area of our curriculum. In September we are spending a good deal of time on bus safety and rules. I will give out bus safety coloring books, and I hope you will have opportunities to enjoy these books with your child. During the first two weeks of school I visited every classroom to introduce myself and I taught a short poem about bus rules. All the children had a chance to act out the rules on a real school bus as we recited the poem. See if your child can recite and perform the poem for you:

     Bottom to bottom,

     Back to back,

    Hands and feet to yourself,

    And quietly chat.
    And where is my bookbag?

    In my lap!
Even if your child doesn’t ride the bus to school, there will be times, such as field trips, when riding a school bus may be necessary. It is also important for all children to learn the danger areas around the outside of the bus, since school buses can enter your neighborhood while your child is outside playing.  We practiced crossing in front of the bus, only when we had eye contact with the driver, and staying away from the danger zones.  Your child brought home a picture that illustrates the danger zones around the bus. Please keep it handy, and review it often with your child.
I will revisit all the classrooms later in September to follow up on all the bus safety rules we are learning. 
                                                        

Parenting classes will be held on Tuesday nights at Cedar Lane Elementary School, beginning September 20 and continuing every Tuesday night for 6 weeks. Registration forms will soon come home, but if you haven’t seen it, and want to register, give me a call or send me an email.  If you ever have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. peggy.reinholt@appo.k12.de.us
From OUr Nurse 
[image: image3.wmf]
September News

Dear Parents and Students,

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am the school nurse, otherwise known as Nurse B.  This is my second year at Cedar Lane Early Childhood Center.  I have been a nurse for eleven years.  Throughout that time, I have worked in acute and intensive care settings within the Christiana Care Health Systems. I have also worked several years as a case manager at Wilmington Hospital and Christiana Hospital. I am extremely excited about the upcoming year and look forward to getting to know all of you!

If you have any special health concerns regarding your child, please contact me. The best way to contact me for non urgent matters is via email @ Stephanie.Balascio@appo.k12.de.us or via phone @ 302 449-5878.  The more information we have regarding your child’s medical history the better we can prepare in the event of an emergency.  If your child is not feeling well in the morning, please evaluate whether he/she will be able to participate at school. A child who has a fever of 100 degrees F or higher, vomits, or has diarrhea should not attend school. They have to be fever free and not have any episodes of vomiting/diarrhea for 24 hours before they can return to school. 
I will be completing vision and hearing screenings on all of our students from October 17th-21st.  If you have a concern about your child’s vision or hearing before the screenings begin, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 I look forward to an exciting new school year!  

Clothing donations are always appreciated at the nursing office, especially socks and underwear.
Sincerely, 

Stephanie Balascio RN

302 449 5878  

Speech Talk

Hello and welcome to the Cedar Lane Early Childhood Center!  My name is Elizabeth Lucas and I am the Speech Language Pathologist for this school.  This is my ninth year with the Appoquinimink School District and my 22nd as a Speech Language Therapist.
What is a speech therapist you ask? A speech –language pathologist (speech-language therapist, clinician) is a person who works on increasing a student’s ability to communicate during classroom activities following the school curriculum.  By Delaware law, a “speech pathologist is an individual 

· Who has a certificate of clinical competence from the American Speech and Hearing Association 

· Who has a master’s degree in speech-language pathology 

· Has completed the academic program and is acquiring supervised work experience to qualify for the certificate.

Speech-language pathologists assess students using standardized testing materials, clinical judgment, classroom observation and input from teachers and parents.  In the schools, the speech-language pathologist provides direct clinical services to improve the areas that are delayed or are interfering with the student’s ability to communicate effectively and efficiently.  Treatment can be provided in individual or group programs that include assisting teachers with classroom activities or recommendations and parent education.  

What can you do to help at home?  Oral communication skills strongly relate to reading.  Listed below are some general questions to ask your child about something they have read.  Thinking out loud and discussing a story helps:

· To improve comprehension 

· To increase written and verbal expression 

· To develop vocabulary  

· Tell in one sentence what the story was about.

· What do you think a title for the story could be?

· Do you think this was a funny/pretend (comedy) or serious/real (drama) story?

· Did you think that this story was: exciting, boring, long, short?

· How did this story make you feel? (happy, sad, angry, silly, etc.)

· Why do you think (the main character) acted the way he/she did?

· What lesson (what is the moral of the story) did you learn from the story?

Help model for your child complete answers in sentence form.

Make reading a part of everyday!
Have a great school year! Liz Lucas

Elizabeth.lucas@appo.k12.de.us


Welcome to kindergarten! For many children, this is their first time on a school bus, and we are helping them have a safe and pleasant ride to and from school. We have instituted a behavior reward system for bus riders. A bus driver has a supply of stickers on hand for distribution one or two days/week. Days will vary, so students need to follow the rules every day, with the hope of getting a sticker.  The CLECC staff congratulates any student we see who is wearing the sticker. If your child comes home with the bus sticker, please praise him/her. These stickers have gone a long way in promoting positive behavior on our school buses.

Students took a bus safety tour on September 7th.  They practiced safe behaviors on and off the bus. They practiced walking around the bus away from the danger zone, and they came home with a paper outlining the danger zones around the buses. Please keep this paper handy and give your children constant reminders about safety near the buses.

While we’re discussing bus safety, the drivers would like to remind you that your child needs an adult, or a child 13 years of age or older, to walk them to and from the bus. We know the children are excited to get on the bus, but please don’t let them run away from you. The drivers will wait as you walk your child to the bus. Please be sure to be at the stop 10 minutes early, because the drivers have no control over the traffic. Posted times for your bus stop are approximate, so allow some time depending on traffic conditions.

One final note about parking at CLECC. The parking lot directly behind the school will be blocked by school buses between 1:30 and 2:30 PM. If you need to be at the school for any reason, and know you will have to leave during that time, it might be best to park in the parking lot to the left, as you are driving in. It would be so frustrating if you couldn’t get out, and the buses are not allowed to back up.

If you have any questions about the bus information, don’t hesitate to ask your driver or contact the school. We are all here to help you and your children.
Reading is the magic key to take you where you want to be
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I would like to welcome you and your child to Kindergarten!  This year your child will be learning so many exciting and new things.  My goal is to be sure that all of our students have the skills needed to be successful and confident readers.  

Each student in our school will be given the DIBELS assessment three times a year.  After the testing period has ended, your child’s test scores will be sent home for you to review.  More information about the assessment will be sent home in September.  If you have any questions or concerns at all throughout the year, please don’t hesitate to contact me here at school, erin.miller@appo.k12.de.us.

Erin A. Miller

Reading Specialist

Why it so Important to 
Read to Children
 

In his book, The Read-Aloud Handbook, Jim Trelease gives the following 16 reasons to read aloud to a child:

 

·  Conditions the child to associate reading with pleasure.

·  Contributes to background knowledge for all other subject areas.

· Provides the child with a reading role model.

· Creates empathy toward other people.

· Increases a child’s vocabulary and grammar.

· Improves a child’s probability of staying in school.

· Improves future probability of employment and higher quality of life.

· Increases life span by virtue of correlated education, employment, and higher  

 quality of life.
· Lowers probability of imprisonment.
· Improves problem-solving and critical-thinking skills.
· Offers information.

· Offers laughter and entertainment and an alternative to television.

· Improves attention span.

· Stimulates the imagination.

· Nurtures emotional development and improves self-esteem.

· Reading skills are accrued skills that are bound to improve over time!   
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Communication between school and home is important for the success of our students.  We will use a variety of methods to help keep parents and the community informed of what is going on at CLECC.  We will communicate information to you through our alert now message system, our website, letters home, newsletter and individual emails and/or phone calls.  We also ask that you check our website regularly for CLECC news and updates.  You will find current news and our staff directory on the website www.clecc.org.  

.



Date: September 1, 2011
To:  Parent / Guardian

From:  Cedar Lane Early Childhood Center

Re:  Free/Reduced Breakfast Program

Just a friendly reminder that when your child qualifies for free/reduced lunch they also qualify for free/reduced breakfast as part of the National School Breakfast Program.  We have noticed that your child is not taking advantage of this program.  We, at the Cedar Lane Early Childhood Center would like to encourage all students to take part in our breakfast program. 

For breakfast, we offer many options daily such as cold cereal, graham crackers, muffins, bagel, cinnamon buns, assorted fruit juices and assorted varieties of low fat milk.

Whether your child walks, rides the bus or is a car rider when they arrive to school, he/she should stop right into the cafeteria for breakfast.  They should arrive at school by 9:20 so they have plenty of time to eat.

Why should your child eat breakfast at school?  School breakfast provides 25% of the RDA of protein, calcium and iron, vitamins A and C and calories for your child as well as meets federal nutrition guidelines based on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day for kids and provides the necessary energy to start a day of learning and achievement.  Research has shown that children who eat breakfast at school: 

· Score better on standardize tests

· Have fewer health issues 

· Behave better in class

· Have fewer visits to the nurse’s office

· Have better attendance.

Research also shows that kids who skip breakfast rarely make up for missed nutrients later in the day so skipping breakfast could also affect the after school activities that they really love!

Please give me a call with any questions 449-3490 ext 1101.

Thank You,

Lisa O’Grady

CLECC School Nutrition
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AUGUST STUDENTS

	Boileau, Peyton Adalaide
	1

	Helms, Mckenzie Marie
	1

	Ong, Timothy Ruan
	3

	Tabb, McKenzie Joyce
	4

	Brown, Aaron Christopher
	6

	Groves, Garrett Mitchell
	6

	Zito, Victoria Ashley
	7

	VanEiken, Matthew Lee
	10

	Parker, Ryan Christopher
	11

	Rotkar, Janhavi Kiran
	11

	Armstead, Alexander
	12

	Carrier, Reynaldo Howard
	13

	Wallace, Jason Robert
	14

	Wargo, Brianna Michaela
	15

	Stewart, Andrew Craig
	16

	McCracken, Lily Ann
	18

	Meredith, Matthew Ian
	22

	Naumowich, Logan Jacob
	23

	Gardner, Christopher Kyle
	26

	Lolly-Hitchens, Christopher Lawren
	26

	Jonnagadla, Adithi
	28

	Davidson, Adrianna Leigh
	29

	Maugeri, Alyssa Gina Oliveira
	29

	Munford, Danielle Elizabeth
	29


SEPTEMBER Students

	German, Sameer Aseem
	3

	Wilfong, Brian Tyler
	3

	Croll, Patrick Jesse
	4

	Hastings, Jake Richard
	4

	Robinson, Emily Elizabeth
	5

	Kalb, Joseph Richard
	6

	Johnson, Idryis Christopher
	7

	Nanthakumar, Abiram
	7

	Rafferty, Brendan Timothy
	7

	Solasa, Samita
	18

	Gibson, William Lawrence
	19

	Saccoh Jr, Foday Baba
	19

	Anderson, Christopher Jeffrey
	20

	Biddle, Shawn Edward
	20

	Leger, Julia Maria
	20

	Ohline, Adam Tunis
	20

	Flusche, Aiden Matthew
	21

	Wilmore, Tyler Rodger
	22

	Ruggeri, Nicholas John
	23

	Hoops, Joshua Paul
	24

	Steeves, Sarah Mary
	25

	Feustel, Thomas David
	27

	Lorick, Kyla Camille
	28

	Johnson, Tahj Elijah
	29

	Mendez, Ryan James
	30


STAFF

            Mrs. King


3rd
Mrs. Lucas

15th
Mrs. Carroll

26th
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CLECC 2011/2012 MEETINGS
FREE babysitting available during the meeting        7 PM              REVISED SCHEDULE

	DATE
	SUBJECT

	
	

	Wed, August 10th
	PTA General School Information

	Wed, September 7TH 

Fri, September 9th 
	School Services

Guidance – Nurse - Speech

Other Support

Pre-School & Kindergarten Staff

Ice Cream Social



	Wed, October 12th 
Sat, October 22nd 

	Language Arts Curriculum

Pre-School & Kindergarten Staff

Coleman’s Hayride




	Wed, November 9th 

	Math Curriculum

Pre-School & Kindergarten Staff

	December
Th/Fri, December 8th, 9th 

Sat. December 10th 
	NO PTA MEETING

Book Fair

Holiday Shop

	Wed, January 11th
	Science Curriculum

Pre-School & Kindergarten Staff

	Wed, March 14th
	Social Studies Curriculum

Pre-School & Kindergarten Staff 

	Wed, April 18th
	Speaker/Topic TBA


The Appoquinimink School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, age, disability, marital status, national origin, or other legally protected categories in its educational programs, activities, employment, or student admissions policies or practices. Inquiries regarding compliance with the above can be directed to:

Section 504

Contact Kittie Rehrig, Supervisor of Student Services, Appoquinimink School District, 313 South Fifth Street, Box 4010, Odessa, DE 19730-4010. Telephone (302) 376-4111

Section 504 Coordinator’s Responsibilities: To coordinate the Appoquinimink School District’s efforts to comply with the disability discrimination laws.

Title IX

Contact Matt Fallis, Director of Personnel, Appoquinimink School District, 313 South Fifth Street, Box 4010, Odessa, DE 19730-4010. Telephone (302) 376-4275

Title IX Coordinator’s Responsibilities: To coordinate the Appoquinimink School District’s efforts to comply with and carry out the District’s responsibilities under Title IX, including any investigation of any complaint alleging noncompliance with Title IX or alleging actions which would be prohibited by Title IX.
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Reading to and with your child is THE most important thing you can do to ensure your child’s success in school.
The newsletter is a monthly publication from the principal’s office.
Dates To Remember


September


2-5	School closed


6	School Reopens


7	PTA Meeting @ 7:00 PM





9	Ice Cream Social @ 6:30 PM





14	Open House @ 6:30 PM 


October


7 & 10	Staff Development


NO SCHOOL





12	PTA Meeting @ 7:00 PM


18	Picture Day


22	Coleman’s Family Event


November


2	Election Day	


	NO SCHOOL


9	PTA Meeting @ 7:00 PM





11	Veterans Day	


	NO SCHOOL


18	Preschool conferences	


	NO SCHOOL for pk students


21-22	Pre-K and Kindergarten Conferences


	NO SCHOOL


23	Staff Development


NO SCHOOL


24-25	Thanksgiving Holiday


	NO SCHOOL











Page 8 of 8

